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KNOWING & LIVING THE TRUTH

"Growing in Grace #9"
Acts 8,9, & 10
June 12, 2010
Owen L. Taylor

"The seed is in the ground.
Now may we rest in hope
While darkness does its work."
Wendell Berry

"Thou hast made us for Thyself, O Lord,
and our hearts will not rest, till they rest in Thee."
St. Augustine

"The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet:
they break forth into singing.”
Isaiah 14:7

THREE SETS OF EXAMPLES:

Phillip & Ethiopian (Acts 8:26-39 (NIV))
“26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert
road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27So he started out, and on his
way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the
treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem
to worship, 28and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book
of Isaiah the prophet. 29The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near
it.”
30Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the
prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
3I"How can I,” he said, "unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip
to come up and sit with him. 32The eunuch was reading this passage of
Scripture:
"He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the
shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his
descendants? For his life was taken _from the earth.”
34The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about,
himself or someone else?” 35Then Philip began with that very passage of
Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.”
36As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the
eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?"<l 38And he
gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into
the water and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the
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Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him
again, but went on his way rejoicing.

Ananias & Saul (Acts 9:10-19 (NIV))

“I0In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in
a vision, "Ananias!”

"Yes, Lord,” he answered.

II'The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a
man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12In a vision he has seen a
man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”

13"Lord,” Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man
and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has come
here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”

15But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to
carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of
Israel. 16] will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”

I7Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on
Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road
as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.” 18SImmediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes,
and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some
Jood, he regained his strength.”

Peter & Cornelius (Acts 10:19-23, 30-33, 47b-48 (NIV))

I9While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Simon,
three men are looking for you. 20So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to
go with them, for I have sent them.”

21peter went down and said to the men, "I'm the one you're looking for.
Why have you come?”

22The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a
righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A
holy angel told him to have you come to his house so that he could hear what
you have to say.” 23Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests.

... 30Cornelius answered: "Four days ago I was in my house praying at
this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood
before me 3land said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered
your gifts to the poor. 32Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a
guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.” 33So I sent for you
immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the
presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.”

... Then Peter said, 47"Can anyone keep these people from being baptized
with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48So he
ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked
Peter to stay with them for a few days.”
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e The truth is that we are all dependent on God revealing himself.

“25At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned,
and revealed them to little children. 26Yes, Father, for this was your good
pleasure.” Matthew 11:25-26 (NIV)
>Ask God to show me who he is.

e The truth is that God chooses to use people for his work.

“9For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.”
1 Corinthians 3:9 (NIV)

>0Obey God when he calls upon me.

e The truth is that the message of Jesus is life transforming.

“ISAnd we, who with unveiled faces all reflect'@ the Lord’'s glory, are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes
from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV)

The message: Acts 10:34-43 (NIV)

“34Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does
not show favoritism 35but accepts men from every nation who fear him
and do what is right. 36You know the message God sent to the people of
Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord
of all. 37You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went
around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the
devil, because God was with him.

39"We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the
Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 4°but
God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be
seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God
had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose
Jrom the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the
dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

>Believe that God will change me.



